TN THE CLAIMS : 

1 . (Currently Amended) A control device fui t u ii t iolling that controls 
a cluster operation of a plurality of devices, comprising: 

a determination portion that determines whether or not a required number of 
devices for the cluster o peration ar ^ in a stand-bv state: 

a restoring portion f u i i c storing that restores a device [[in]] by transferring 
the device from an energy saving state to a stand-by state based on a determination by the 
determination Portion , if Iht iimiibu of dcviLLJ> in Uic &ldiiJ-b> state is Miialkr than a 
lequiicd nunibci o f dcviotb fui the cluslci upcration ; and 

a distribution portion fui disliibuting that distributes a job to each device 
[[, if]] based on a sum of the number of devices in the stand-by state and the number of 
devices restored transferring to the stand-by state by said restoring portion reaches reaching 
said required number. 

2. (Currently Amended) The control device according to claim 1 , 
whereiii said restoring portion sets up a device restored from the energy saving state to the 
stand-by state in accordance with Ac a specified restoring conditions condition. 

3. (Currently Amended) The control device according to claim 2, 
wherein said restoring rnndition includes tuudiliuus include a warm-up time for the device 
to return to the stand-by state, and/or the last operation time and/or the fimctions provided 
for the device. 
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4. (Currently Amended) A control device fui tuuUoUmg that controls 
a cluster operation of a plurality of devices, comprising: 

a selecting portion fm bLLctiug an iiisuflicicut that selects a number of 
devices from among the devices in an energy saving state, if [[the]] a number of devices in 
a stand-by state is less than a required number of devices for the cluster operation; and 

a distribution portion that distributes fui distributing a job to each device 
already in the stand-by state and each device in the energy saving state that is selected by 
said selectiiig portion. 

5 . (Currently Amended) The control device according to claim 4, 
wherein said distribution portion distributes the job so that a Lbh amount an allocation of 
job to each device in the energy saving state that is selected by said selecting portion is less 
than an allocation dll u calcd than the amount of job to each device already in the stand-by 
state. 

6. (Original) The control device according to claim 4, wherein said 
distribution portion distributes the job to said each device on the basis of the time for 
which the device in the energy saving state that is selected by said selecting portion gets to 
the stand-by state. 

7. (Cancelled) 



8 . (Currently Amended) A control method for controlling a cluster 
operation of a plurality of devices, comprising: 

a determin in g step of determining whether or no t a required number of 
devices for the cluster operation a re in a stand-by state: 

■ a restoring step of restoring a device [[in]] hv transferrin g the device from 
ah energy saving state to a stand-by state based on a de termination bv the determining step; 
if lliL uumbci u f d L HCts in llic sUid-by stale is hmallcf tliaii a inquired iiumbu uf devices 
f u i the cluslu operation ; and 

a distribution step of distributing a job to each device [[, if]] based on the 
sum of the number of devices in the stand-by state and the number of devices restored 
transferring to the stand-by state [[at]] by said restoring step reaches reaching said required 
number. 

9. (Currently Amended) The control method according to claim 8, 
wherein said restoring step sets up a device restored from the energy saving state to the 
stand-by state in accordance with [[the]] a specified restoring condition conditions. 

1 0. (Currently Amended) The control method according to claim 9, 
wherein said restoring condition includes tundiliuus hielude a warm-up time for the device 
to return to the stand-by state, and/or a last operation time and/or a functions provided for 
the device. 
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1 1 . (Currently Amended) A control method for controlling a cluster 
operation of a plurality of devices, comprising: 

a selecting step of selecting an insuffici e nt a number of devices from among 
the devices in an energy saving state, if [[the]] a number of devices in a stand-by state is 
less than a required number of devices for the cluster operation; and 

a distribution step of distributing a job to each device already in the stand-by 
state and each device in the energy saving state that is selected at said selecting step. 

12. (Currently Amended) The control method according to claim 1 1, 
wherein said distribution step distributes the job so that a less amount an allocation of job 
to each device in the energy saving state that is selected at said selecting step is less than an 
allocation allocated than the amount of job to each device tdrcady in the stand-by state. 

13. (Original) The control method according to claim 1 1 , wherein said 
distribution step distributes the job to said each device on the basis of the time for which 
the device in the energy saving state that is selected at said selecting step gets to the stand- 
by state. 

1 4. (Currently Amended) A computer executable program stored on a 
computer readable medium for controlling the cluster operation of a plural i ty of dev i ces^ 
which mns on a comput e r , comprising: 
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code for a determining step to determine whether or not a required number 
of devices for the cluster operation are in a stand-by state: 

code for a restoring step code fo r restoring to restore a device [[in]] by 
transferring the device from an energy saving state to a stand-by state based on a 
determination by the determining step code , if the numbe r o f devices in th e stand-by state 
is less than a r e quired numbe r of devices for the cluster operation ; and 

code for a distribution step code fo r distributing to distribute a job to each 
device [[, if]] based on the sum of the number of devices in the stand-by state and the 
number of devices r estored transferring to the stand-by state [[at]] by said restoring step 
code r eaches reaching said required nimiber. 

1 5 . (Currently Amended) The computer program according to claim 
14, wherein said code for a restoring step sets up a device restored from the energy saving 
state to the stand-by state in accordance with [[the]] a specified restoring condition 
conditions . 

16. (Currently Amended) The computer program according to claim 
14, wherein said restoring condition includes conditions includ e a warm-up time for the 
device to return to the stand-by state, and/or the last operation time and/or the functions 
provided for the device. 
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17. (Currently Amended) A rnmpnter executable program stored on a 
.^i^ pntPr readable medium ful cuiiUuUiiig lliL duatu opucilluu uf a pluialil^ uf devices, 
whidi runs uii a oumpute r, comprising: 

code for a selecting step t u dc f u i selecting an iiij > ufficient to select a number 
of devices from among the devices in an energy saving state, if [[the]] a number of devices 
in a stand-by state is less than a required number of devices for the cluster operation; and 
code for a distribution step cudu fui dii.ti ibuting to distribute a job to each 
device already in the stand-by state and each device in the energy saving state that is 
selected at said selecting step. 

1 8 . (Currently Amended) The computer executable program according 
to claim 17, wherein said code for a distribution step distributes the job so that [[the]] an 
allocation of job to each device in the energy saving state that is selected at said selecting 
step is less frequent than [[the]] mi allocation of job to each device already in the stand-by 
state. 

19. (Currently Amended) The computer Kcecutable program according 
to claim 18, wherein said distribution step distributes the job to said each device on the 
basis of the time for which the device in the energy saving state that is selected at said 
selecting step gets to the stand-by state. 



20. (Original) A computer readable storage medium for storing the 
computer executable program according to claim 14. 

21 . (Currently Amended) A network device in which a cluster 
operation can be realized in cooperation of a plurality of network devices, comprising: 

a determination portion for dctcnnining that determines whether the 
network device is included a cluster system, when o r not the clust e r operation is iTuming if 
the conditions for transferring to an energy saving state are met; and 

a state transfer portion for transf c iTuag that transfers the network device to 
the energy saving state in accordance with an instruction from an external device, 
irrespective of said conditions, if the determination portion determines that the network 
device is included the cluster system it is dctcmiincd that the clust er operation is running . 

22. (Currently Amended) A control method for a network device in 
which [[the]] a cluster operation can be realized in cooperation of a plurality of network 
devices, comprising: 

a determination step of determining whether the network device is included 
a cluster system, when or not the clust er o per ation is running if th e conditions for 
transferring to an energy saving state are met; and 

a state transfer step of transferring the network device to the energy saving 
state in accordance with an instruction from an extemal device, irrespective of said 
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conditions, if the determination step determines that the network device is included the 
cluster system it is determined that th e clust e r operati o n is lomning . 

23 . (Currently Amended) A computer executable program stored on a 
computer readable medium for controlling a n e two r k d e vice in which the cluste r operation 
can b e realized in cooperation of a plui - ality of network devic e s , comprising: 

code for a determination step code fo r dctcmiining to determine whether a 
network device is included a cluster system, when o r not the cluster o per ation is running if 
tire conditions for transferring the network device to an energy saving state are met; and 

code for a state transfer step of t r ansf er ring to transfer the network device to 
the energy saving state in accordance with an instruction from an external device, 
irrespective of said conditions, if the determination step determines that the network device 
is included the cluster system it is d e temiined that the cluste r operation is i-unning . 

24. to 38. (Cancelled) 

39. (New) The control device according to claim 2, wherein the 
restoring condition is registered in a server, 

wherein said control device further comprises an acquisition portion that 
acquires the restoring condition registered in the server, and 

wherein said restoring portion restores a device in an energy saving state to 
a stand-by state based on the acquired restoring condition. 
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40. (New) The control device according to claim 1, wherein the 
control device is embedded in a printer. 



41 . (New) The control method according to claim 9, wherein the 
restoring condition is registered in a server, 

wherein said control method further comprises an acquisition step of 
acquiring the restoring condition registered in the server, and 

wherein a device in an energy saving state is restored to a stand-by state in 
said restoring step based on the acquired restoring condition. 

42. (New) The control method according to claim 8, wherein the 
control method is preformed in a printer. 

43. (New) The program according to claim 15, wherein the restoring 
condition is registered in a server, 

wherein said program further comprises an acquisition step code of 
acquiring the restoring condition registered in the server, and 

wherein a device in an energy saving state is restored to a stand-by state in 
said restoring step code based on the acquired restoring condition. 



44. (New) The program according to claim 14, wherein the program is 
preformed by a computer embedded in a printer. 
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